Besant's, is to instruct as well as to amuse, would do better, even for the objects of his sympathy, if he taught them to do the work that falls to them with whole-souled energy, rather than encourage them to whine at their fate, labouring in that half-hearted fashion which makes women's work so often inferior to men's, and is the real cause of their wages so often sinking to the starvation point, on the chance of some man? any man?relieving them of the necessity for work?surely a poor ideal of marriage ! There will still be plenty of work for charity to do. Help given to the competent till they win recognition and reward is money well invested ; help given to the incompetent is a casting of bread upon the waters, without the assurance that after many days it will return, or even permanently modify the condition of the waters that absorb it.
